Reaginic immune response to tree pollen antigen in LBN rats.
The immunogenicity and cross-antigenicity of ten common tree pollen allergens were studied in LBN rats. The rats produced IgE antibodies to each of the allergens used (maple, willow, poplar, ash, oak, sycamore, hickory, walnut, birch, and elm), yet the allergens had extremely limited cross-reactivity. The possible explanation for the limited cross-antigenicity is discussed.